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Woodstock – Ready & Waiting 

Since the meeting on February 21st - everything has gone into high 

gear both here and for the FIVE groups.  Here, posters have been 

designed, printed and distributed.  Interviews with radio, local cable 

and newspaper are out there and we’re thrilled to have made the 

cover of WOW (What’s on Woodstock) a monthly magazine about local happenings.  A great article 

inside as well, complete with old photos to help celebrate Theatre Woodstock’s 70th year.  And then 

there are the casts & crews of our FIVE Festival shows.  Adrenaline is pumping in Elmira, London, Elora, 

Simcoe and Sarnia.  Truck rentals confirmed, reservations made and fingers crossed.  

Being in Festival means moving your show to a new venue that may be larger, smaller, have a different 

lighting or sound system.  This often means needing to add crew to help move things or deal with new 

tech demands.  And life happens.  People get sick, circumstances change, and sometimes people who 

were part of the show need to be replaced.  We all know of actors stepping into roles at the last minute 

– sometimes carrying a script.  Sarnia finds themselves in the unusual situation of having to replace their 

pianist – no small feat when your show is about Beethoven. As I write this, Andrew Norris is carefully 

editing the program to keep up with additions and changes.  Our print deadline is looming! 

We also know that sometimes things get left behind and our Tech/Stage management team is here to 

help, as are many others.  Locations of hardware and dollar stores will be readily available, if we don’t 

have what is needed.  Once many years ago we had to extend a trailer set as the show was going to a 

larger stage.  When we arrived in Guelph we realized that the exterior extension piece had been left 

behind.  Some frantic phone calls (no cells back then) to find someone with keys and a truck to bring it.  

Luckily we weren’t in Thunder Bay! 

But all that extra adrenalin and energy adds to Festival week.  So does the comradery. Techies from one 

play will help with another. I recall one year when some costumes pieces were borrowed from another 

production because, after all, “the show must go on” – and it always does.   And what a wonderful week 

of shows we have in store.  Such variety! We have Beethoven and Elvis, robberies and lotteries, and a 

city kid wanting to write a play about farming. Three are Canadian, two are award winning scripts and 

one just had its première!  Something for everyone. See one or see them all! 

Hospitality Suite  

Our hospitality crew in the Wellington Room on the 2nd floor of the hotel is ready to help you find places 

to shop or to eat.  Be sure to pick up your Downtown Woodstock “Passport to Savings” full of discounts 

and deals.  

We are hoping that a new restaurant just a block away will meet its deadline 

and open on March 8th.  We have menus from the restaurants that 

supported us and hope you’ll check them out.  We highly recommend that 

you make reservations – phone numbers will be available in the Hospitality 

Suite.   They are also on the hospitality link on the Festival website 

http://wodlfestival2016.ca/  Plan ahead! 

http://wodlfestival2016.ca/


Tip: The Charles Dickens Pub has a great 2 for 1 fish & chip deal on Mondays, and it’s close to the theater – but it will be 

busy.   

 

Or perhaps you’d like to check out the exhibits at our wonderful Woodstock 

Museum or Art Gallery.  They are both within a block of the historic Market 

Centre Theatre, as are many of the restaurants.  Or maybe venture a little 

further afield, or follow the Cheese Trail.  Oxford County is the Dairy Capital 

of Canada! We have the statue of Springbank Snow Countess to prove it.  

Our Hospitality team led by Maria St Laurent can help with all of this.  

And the Hospitality Suite is where you can sign up for the workshops we have planned.   Ron Cameron-

Lewis has limited participants for both his Acting (Tues) and Directing (Thurs) to 20 people but will allow 

others to observe.   The more the merrier for the Improv workshop on Wednesday and the session with 

playwright Mark Crawford on Friday.  Anne Mooney & Mona Brennan-Coles will be looking after 

morning adjudications, workshops and the book sale – all in The Altadore Room of the hotel.  

Tickets 

Tickets to all shows are selling quickly – so if you don’t have yours, check out the Tickets tab on the 

Festival website http://wodlfestival2016.ca/ or call the Box Office at 519-537-2582.  Gala tickets are only 

available through the box office. You’ll be asked about dietary issues, and if you have a group affiliation.  

On March 1st we will release seats not claimed by the FIVE participating groups. Three tables had been 

set aside for each of the groups until that date.   

If you’re planning to stay at the Quality Hotel you should reserve ASAP. Call 519-537-5586 and ask for 

the Festival rate. More info on our website.   

So Woodstock is Ready!  We’re looking forward to a week of good weather, great theatre, getting to 

know some new people and celebrating with old friends.  
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